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PRESIDENT HAJI AWEL ARBA
President, Afar Regional State

The Afar Regional Government is committed to building a thriving
tourism sector that uplifts our people and preserves our heritage.
We are investing in infrastructure, supporting responsible private
investment, and protecting the natural and cultural treasures that
make Afar unique. Our goal is a tourism future that creates jobs,
empowers communities, and ensures lasting benefits for
generations to come.

“Tourism is a bridge between our heritage, our people,
and our future.”
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ATO IBRAHIM CUMMAD
Afar Region Tourism Bureau

We are actively promoting Afar as a premier destination of
choice. Through destination marketing, improved visitor services,
strategic partnerships, and community awareness initiatives, we
are showcasing Afar's breathtaking landscapes, rich culture, and
timeless traditions to the world. Together with our stakeholders,
we are working to create seamless, memorable experiences for
every visitor.

“We are working to make Afar more visible,
welcoming, and unforgettable.”
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DR. MOHAMMED USMAN
President, Samara University

Samara University is dedicated to advancing knowledge and
service for the people of Afar. Through tourism research, training,
heritage documentation, and innovation, we equip students and
communities with the skills and insights to build a sustainable and
inclusive tourism sector. Our mission is to connect academic
excellence with real-world impact for Afar's development.

“Knowledge, research, and community engagement will
help shape Afar's tourism future.”

Together, we are shaping a stronger tourism future for Afar.
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EXTRAORDINARY DESTINATIONSEXTRAORDINARY DESTINATIONS

DALLOLDALLOL
& DANAKIL DEPRESSION& DANAKIL DEPRESSION

Mineral colours. Salt horizons. A world apart.

LOCATION
Northern Danakil,
Afar Region

LANDSCAPE
Salt formations and
geothermal pools

Mineral pools and salt formations in Dallol

PHOTOGRAPHY

Look for mineral textures,
reflections and changing light.

Stay on the agreed route.

WHY VISIT

Discover vivid mineral
colours and sculpted salt
formations in a landscape

shaped by geothermal
activity. Look closely: even

small ridges and pools reveal
another view.

THE EXPERIENCE

Explore permitted viewpoints
with a knowledgeable local
guide. Beyond the pools,

wide salt horizons and
caravan heritage connect the
scenery with Afar's working

life.

TRAVEL NOTES

Travel with an experienced
desert team. Plan for heat,
glare and uneven ground.
Carry water, wear sturdy
footwear and follow your

guide's directions.

GUIDED JOURNEY
A locally arranged
4 x 4 expedition

GATEWAY
Plan the journey
from Semera

DESERT CONDITIONS
Heat, glare and
mineral terrain

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
Travel with guides.
Respect working areas.

PREPARE WELL. TRAVEL MINDFULLY. EXPERIENCE AFAR.
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SIGNATURE AFAR

ERTA ALEERTA ALE
VOLCANOVOLCANO

Fire beneath the dark volcanic crust

Erta Ale Volcano. Lava appearance and visibility change.

WHY VISIT

Erta Ale rises from the
Danakil Depression as a
broad shield volcano. Its

summit caldera, pit craters
and expansive basalt fields

reveal the restless geological
forces beneath the Afar

Triangle.

THE EXPERIENCE

A visit is a demanding,
guided expedition rather

than a guaranteed lava-lake
viewing. Volcanic activity,

visibility and access change.
Travelers should arrive

ready for a night trek, rough
ground and an itinerary

shaped by current scientific
and local guidance.

TRAVEL NOTES

The most memorable
moments may come between

the main viewpoints: the
texture of old lava, the first

light over a dark plain, or the
quiet of a carefully chosen
camp. Plan enough time to
move slowly and to change

course when your team
judges that conditions

require it.

HIGHLIGHTS
Basaltic shield-volcano
landforms

Summit caldera and pit
craters

Sunset and night-sky
trekking

JOURNEY STYLE
Guided 4×4 expedition with
trekking

ELEVATION
Approximately 585 metres

TERRAIN
Sharp, uneven lava and exposed
desert

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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SIGNATURE AFAR

LAKE ASALELAKE ASALE
Salt, sky and the caravan horizon

A camel caravan crosses the salt landscape at Lake Asale.

WHY VISIT

At Lake Asale, the horizon
can seem to dissolve into the
sky. Pale salt, shallow water
and changing light give the

landscape a remarkable
sense of space. A caravan

moving across the flats
introduces a human scale to

this immense scene.

THE EXPERIENCE

Salt is a livelihood as well as
a photographic subject.

Local guides can explain
how work, movement and
trade connect the lowlands
with communities beyond

them. Watch from an agreed
position, give workers room

and ask before making
portraits or recording a

conversation.

TRAVEL NOTES

Build time into the visit for
observation rather than a

single hurried stop.
Reflections depend on water

and weather, and no
particular view is

guaranteed. The working
surface and permitted

approaches can change.
Travel with a prepared
desert team, carry your

supplies and follow the route
selected locally.

HIGHLIGHTS
Wide salt-flat horizons

Changing light and
reflections

Caravan and salt-working
heritage

AREA
Northern Danakil

VISIT STYLE
Guided desert journey

PHOTOGRAPHS
Seek permission around working
areas

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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HUMAN ORIGINS

HADAR &HADAR &
THE LAND OF LUCYTHE LAND OF LUCY

A landscape that changed our understanding of humanity

The fossil-bearing badlands of the Lower Awash Valley.

PLACE & MEMORY

The Lower Awash Valley holds an exceptional record of
human origins. In 1974, discoveries at Hadar brought the
fossil skeleton known as Lucy to international attention.
The remains of Australopithecus afarensis are about 3.2
million years old.

WHY IT MATTERS

UNESCO inscribed the Lower Valley of the Awash on the
World Heritage List in 1980. Its significance lies in the
evidence preserved in the ground and the scientific work
that gives that evidence meaning. An apparently modest
fragment can be part of a much larger story.

VISITING WITH CARE

Visit through authorised heritage arrangements and a
knowledgeable guide. Look at the wider landscape,
ask how discoveries are studied and leave every
stone, bone and fossil exactly where it lies. Museum
interpretation can complement a field visit; never
assume that an active research locality is open to
visitors.

HERITAGE
Lower Awash Valley

ACCESS
Arrange authorised interpretation

LISTEN TO THE STORIES. RESPECT THE PLACE.
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SIGNATURE AFAR

AWASHAWASH
NATIONAL PARKNATIONAL PARK

River, savanna and the changing light

Awash Falls and the river gorge.

WHY VISIT
Awash National Park is a compelling
southern gateway to Afar. The Awash River
cuts through dry savanna and volcanic terrain
before dropping over Awash Falls, creating a
striking meeting of water, rock and woodland.

THE EXPERIENCE
Wildlife sightings may include dry-country
mammals and birds, with the experience
shaped by season and local conditions. Move
quietly, follow park rules and give animals the
distance they need.

PLAN YOUR VISIT
A rewarding park visit leaves room for
smaller discoveries as well as dramatic
scenery. Spend time looking across the river
gorge and listening in the woodland. Let park
staff shape the programme around present
conditions, wildlife movement and the places
that can responsibly receive visitors.

LOOK FOR
• Awash River gorge and falls
• Savanna and volcanic scenery
• Dry-country wildlife and birds

OPEN COUNTRY. PATIENT OBSERVATION. LOCAL KNOWLEDGE.

LET THE LANDSCAPE REVEAL ITS OWN STORIES.
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LAKES & HOT SPRINGS

LAKE AFRERALAKE AFRERA
A blue pause in the salt country

Lake Afrera and its salt landscape.

WHY VISIT

Lake Afrera, also called
Lake Afdera, brings a
moment of blue to the

volcanic immensity of the
Danakil. Salt-rich water,
pale mineral edges and

mountains create a
landscape made for slow

observation.

THE EXPERIENCE

The lake is part of a working
and inhabited region, not an
empty wilderness. Visitors
should use agreed access

points, follow local advice
about water conditions and

make time to understand the
people and livelihoods
connected to the shore.

TRAVEL NOTES

The shore offers another
way to read the Danakil:

through water, evaporation,
mineral textures and the

daily work associated with
salt. Ask a local guide to
explain what can be seen
from agreed viewpoints.

Photograph without entering
work areas, and never infer
permission to swim from a

photograph.

HIGHLIGHTS
Turquoise salt water

Mineral shoreline and
mountain reflections

Sunrise and sunset light

JOURNEY STYLE
Guided Danakil road expedition

ALSO KNOWN AS
Lake Afdera

CONDITIONS
Hot, exposed and salt-rich

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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LAKES & HOT SPRINGS

ALALOBADALALOBAD
HOT SPRINGSHOT SPRINGS

Water and warmth in the Afar landscape

Mineral pools and geothermal formations at Alalobad.

WHY VISIT

At Alalobad, water
announces the heat below
the surface. Steam drifts
above mineral-stained

ground, turning a remote
plain into a powerful

reminder that Afar’s geology
is active and close.

THE EXPERIENCE

The springs are beautiful but
hazardous. Water

temperatures, ground
stability and access can

change, so visitors should
stay with local guides,

respect every barrier and
never enter geothermal

water unless a responsible
authority has explicitly
declared an area safe.

TRAVEL NOTES

The attraction is as much
about looking as entering the
water. Steam, pale ground,
vegetation and blue-green

pools create a vivid
composition. Ask which
viewpoints and paths are
currently suitable. Water
temperature and ground
conditions vary, and the

colours alone cannot tell you
whether a pool is safe.

HIGHLIGHTS
Active geothermal
springs

Steam and
mineral-stained ground

Desert photography

JOURNEY STYLE
Guided road excursion

CONDITIONS
Hot, exposed and geothermal

SAFETY
Stay on approved ground and follow
local instructions

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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SALT & VOLCANIC LANDSCAPES

DOBIDOBI
SALT FIELDSSALT FIELDS

The working geometry of white gold

Evaporation pools and salt-working patterns at Dobi.

WHY VISIT

At Dobi, salt is both
landscape and livelihood.
The white surface reflects

intense light while workers
apply knowledge of ground,
cutting and transport built

through experience.

THE EXPERIENCE

Visitors should stay clear of
work, ask before

photographing people and
learn how salt moves from
the field into wider trade

networks. The strongest visit
makes the human skill as

visible as the scenery.

TRAVEL NOTES

From a permitted viewpoint,
notice how lines, pools and

piles organise the open
ground. This geometry
belongs to a working

landscape. Leave access
clear for workers and

transport, and agree any
close photography first. A

local explanation of the
process gives the scene

meaning beyond its striking
appearance.

HIGHLIGHTS
Working salt fields

Camel and vehicle
transport routes

Wide white horizons

JOURNEY STYLE
Remote guided 4x4 visit

CONDITIONS
Heat, glare and limited shelter

WORKPLACE ETIQUETTE
Do not block, stage or repeat work
for photographs

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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SALT & VOLCANIC LANDSCAPES

DABBAHUDABBAHU
VOLCANOVOLCANO

Reading the fractures of the Afar Rift

Rift terrain in the Dabbahu landscape.

WHY VISIT

Dabbahu sits within one of
the world’s most closely
studied rift environments.
The wider landscape helps

visitors understand how
faults, magma and surface

change are connected across
the Afar Depression.

THE EXPERIENCE

This is remote expedition
terrain. Access, route safety
and geological conditions
must be confirmed with

responsible local authorities
and an experienced team

before departure.

TRAVEL NOTES

The wider Dabbahu area is
associated with the 2005

rifting episode documented
by the Smithsonian Global

Volcanism Program.
Understanding such events

begins with patient
observation of the terrain.

Keep the experience within a
professionally planned route:
fissures, rough surfaces and

remoteness make
independent exploration

inappropriate.

HIGHLIGHTS
Afar Rift geology

Remote volcanic terrain

Expansive desert views

JOURNEY STYLE
Supported 4x4 expedition

GATEWAY
Semera via Chifra and Uwwa

CONDITIONS
Remote, exposed and geologically
active

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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SALT & VOLCANIC LANDSCAPES

MOUNTMOUNT
MUSA ALIMUSA ALI

A mountain on the far horizon

Mount Musa Ali on the northern horizon.

WHY VISIT

Mount Musa Ali rises above
the far north of Afar in a
landscape connected to
Ethiopia, Eritrea and

Djibouti. Its height and
remoteness give the
mountain a different

character from the low salt
basins of the Danakil.

THE EXPERIENCE

This is not a casual
extension to a standard tour.
Border sensitivities, difficult

approaches, heat and
mountain terrain require

explicit route approval, local
leadership and a prepared

support plan.

TRAVEL NOTES

A distant view can be a
worthwhile encounter in its

own right. The mountain
gives scale to the plains and

a different perspective on
Afar's volcanic country.
Choose the scope of the

journey only after current
access and border-area
requirements have been

confirmed. A summit visit is
never an assumed extension.

HIGHLIGHTS
Afar’s highest mountain

Tri-border desert
geography

Remote trekking terrain

JOURNEY STYLE
Approved, fully supported
expedition

ROUTE
Via Serdo, Eli Dar and Dobi when
open

REQUIREMENTS
Local guides, permissions and
evacuation plan

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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WILDLIFE & PROTECTED LANDSCAPES

ALEDEGHIALEDEGHI
PLAINSPLAINS
Open country, quiet observation

An oryx in the Aledeghi grasslands.

WHY VISIT
The Aledeghi Plains—also known as the
Halaydeghe Plains—open south of the Afar
Depression in a sweep of grassland and
semi-arid country. Their scale, light and
wildlife give the journey north from Awash a
character of its own.

THE EXPERIENCE
The plains are a living pastoral and ecological
landscape. Wildlife viewing should be quiet
and unhurried, and cultural encounters should
always be locally arranged and based on
consent.

PLAN YOUR VISIT
Watch for the way animals use the grassland
rather than expecting a fixed list of sightings.
Distance, patience and a guide's
understanding of the area make the
experience richer. Give livestock and wildlife
space, keep to authorised routes and avoid
driving closer simply to fill the frame of a
photograph.

LOOK FOR
• Immense open horizons
• Dry-country wildlife and birds
• Pastoral landscapes

OPEN COUNTRY. PATIENT OBSERVATION. LOCAL KNOWLEDGE.

LET THE LANDSCAPE REVEAL ITS OWN STORIES.
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YANGUDI RASSAYANGUDI RASSA
NATIONAL PARKNATIONAL PARK

Wildlife in a landscape shaped by scarce water
Dry-country wildlife associated with the Yangudi Rassa landscape.

WHY VISIT
Yangudi Rassa brings Afar’s quieter natural
history into view. Across the arid lowlands,
open country, scrub and patches of savanna
woodland create habitats shaped by scarce
water and seasonal change.

THE EXPERIENCE
The park rewards patient observation rather
than a checklist of guaranteed sightings. It is a
place to understand how birds, mammals and
vegetation persist in dry country, with a guide
who can interpret tracks, habitats and the
pressures facing them.

PLAN YOUR VISIT
Regional materials describe a range of
dryland mammals and birds associated with
the park. These records are an introduction to
its habitats, not a promise of present-day
sightings. Arrange entry, guiding and any
camping through the responsible conservation
authority, and use current local information to
shape the visit.

LOOK FOR
• Arid Rift Valley habitats
• Dry-country birdwatching
• Wildlife observation with park guidance

OPEN COUNTRY. PATIENT OBSERVATION. LOCAL KNOWLEDGE.

LET THE LANDSCAPE REVEAL ITS OWN STORIES.
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LAKES & HOT SPRINGS

LAKE LEADOLAKE LEADO
Water, birds and the living landscape

Wetlands and shoreline vegetation at Lake Leado.

WHY VISIT

Lake Leado, also written
Le’ado, offers a quieter

encounter with Afar. In the
Dulecha area of Gabi Rasu,
water, wetland vegetation
and open horizons bring a

different rhythm to a region
often introduced through

volcanoes and salt.

THE EXPERIENCE

The lake’s surroundings are
part of a lived-in pastoral

landscape. A thoughtful visit
connects nature observation

with local knowledge of
water, livestock, grazing and

seasonal change. Arrange
the route with local hosts

rather than treating the shore
as unrestricted public space.

TRAVEL NOTES

Give the lake time. A
viewpoint can offer

changing reflections, bird
movement and a wider

understanding of how water
shapes life in Dulecha.

Combine nature observation
with a community-hosted

encounter when invited. Stay
back from the water's edge
and confirm local wildlife

and access conditions before
choosing activities.

HIGHLIGHTS
Lake and wetland
scenery

Seasonal birdwatching

Community-led pastoral
interpretation

AREA
Dulecha, Gabi Rasu, Afar

JOURNEY STYLE
Locally guided nature and culture
journey

WATER SAFETY
Stay back from wildlife and use
only approved shoreline access

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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LAKES & HOT SPRINGS

DOHODOHO
HOT SPRINGSHOT SPRINGS

Palms, water and a gentler pace

A waterfront lodge setting at Doho.

WHY VISIT

Doho offers a different
rhythm on a journey through

Afar. Palms, water and a
lodge setting introduce a
quieter pause between the
region's wide plains and

more demanding excursions.
The experience works best

when time is left for the
setting itself.

THE EXPERIENCE

Use the local hosts'
knowledge to understand the
hot-spring landscape and to

choose suitable places to
walk or rest. A photograph
of a pool does not establish

its present condition or
whether bathing is

permitted. Confirm water
access, opening

arrangements and facilities
before planning the day

around them.

TRAVEL NOTES

Doho can be considered
alongside other southern

Afar destinations, subject to
current routes and

arrangements. Ask about
guided nature activities and

the opportunity to learn
about the surrounding

community. An unhurried
stay can turn a convenient
stop into a memorable part

of the journey.

HIGHLIGHTS
Palm-fringed
surroundings

Hot-spring landscape

A restful southern Afar
stop

VISIT STYLE
Locally arranged lodge or day visit

WATER ACCESS
Confirm permitted pools and
conditions

BOOKINGS
Check facilities and availability
directly

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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FAITH & HISTORY

KUNEBAKUNEBA
A journey through sacred heritage

Settlement scenery along the Kuneba heritage journey.

PLACE & MEMORY

Kuneba is presented in the regional material as a journey
into Afar's early Islamic heritage. Local traditions
associate places including Efiso, Issi and Lelegadi with
the earliest followers of Islam. These associations are part
of the area's living spiritual memory; they should be heard
in the words of custodians and local interpreters.

WHY IT MATTERS

Local accounts also describe historic settlements and
traces of earlier religious life along the approach.
Distinguish this heritage tradition from independently
established archaeology. A visit can be meaningful
without turning every story into a dated historical claim.

VISITING WITH CARE

Arrange the journey through people familiar with the
sites and their present custodians. Ask before
entering, photographing or recording. Dress modestly
and allow prayer, community use and local decisions
to determine what can be visited. Sacred places
deserve time, careful listening and restraint.

ACCESS
Arrange with local custodians

PHOTOGRAPHY
Only with specific permission

LISTEN TO THE STORIES. RESPECT THE PLACE.
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FAITH & HISTORY

ASBERIASBERI
MOSQUEMOSQUE
Faith, memory and the built landscape

Historic masonry associated with Asberi Mosque.

PLACE & MEMORY

Regional accounts place Asberi Mosque within the
Samarobi-area heritage landscape. They describe the
mosque as a place where architecture, religious practice
and community memory meet. Its story is best approached
through local custodians, who can explain the site's
significance and the parts that visitors may see.

WHY IT MATTERS

Allow the building and its setting to lead the encounter.
Look at the relationship between walls, openings,
materials and the surrounding settlement. Details that
appear decorative may carry a practical or religious
meaning that is not immediately evident to an outside
visitor.

VISITING WITH CARE

Historical dates and individual architectural
interpretations in regional accounts require local
confirmation. Arrange access in advance, respect
prayer times and seek permission before
photographing. Combine the visit with a thoughtfully
hosted cultural journey only where the community
welcomes it.

Locally held religious heritage

Architecture and setting

Listening to custodians

AREA
Samarobi-area route

ENTRY
Subject to local permission

LISTEN TO THE STORIES. RESPECT THE PLACE.
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ASAITAASAITA
Religious heritage in the lower Awash

A mosque minaret in Asaita.

THE ENCOUNTER

Asaita connects the visitor
with the religious and

cultural history of the lower
Awash. Regional accounts
identify its mosque as an

important part of the town's
built heritage and place it

within the wider story of the
Aussa landscape.

LIVING HERITAGE

Approach the town as a
living place. Religious

buildings, family histories
and everyday activity belong
to the communities who care
for them. A local guide can

help distinguish what is open
to visitors from what should

remain private, and
introduce the wider setting
without reducing it to a list

of monuments.

VISIT WITH RESPECT

Leave time for conversation
and for observing the town

at its own pace. Ask
custodians about the

mosque's history rather than
repeating uncertain dates.

Permission to visit one space
does not extend to every

building, courtyard or
photograph. Respect

worship and accept any
limits on access.

HIGHLIGHTS
Mosque and town
heritage

Aussa cultural context

Locally guided
interpretation

SETTING
Lower Awash

PROGRAMME
Agree with a local guide

SACRED SPACES
Follow custodian instructions

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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GALALUGALALU
Learning through a hosted encounter

A portrait along the Galalu cultural route.

THE ENCOUNTER

Galalu forms part of the
cultural route linking

communities in Afar's Zone
5. The regional material
introduces this journey
through settlement life,

pastoral knowledge and the
relationships that sustain a

community. The most
valuable experience begins

with an invitation and a host
who wishes to share it.

LIVING HERITAGE

Ask how homes, animals
and daily activities connect
with the surrounding land.

Let people explain the
meaning of objects and

practices rather than
supplying an outside

interpretation. A short
conversation, translated with
care, can reveal more than a

rapid sequence of
photographs.

VISIT WITH RESPECT

Agree the visit, hosting
arrangements and intended
use of photographs before

arrival. Keep the programme
flexible around work, family

and community priorities.
Do not expect ceremonies or

private gatherings to be
staged. Leave with a clearer
understanding of the place

and a fair contribution to the
people who made the
encounter possible.

HIGHLIGHTS
Community-hosted visits

Pastoral livelihoods

Oral history and local
knowledge

ROUTE
Galalu - Samarobi - Hadale Ela

HOSTING
Agree in advance

PORTRAITS
Ask each person and respect refusal

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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SAMAROBISAMAROBI
Culture shared on local terms

Dress and adornment along the Samarobi-Galalu cultural route.

THE ENCOUNTER

Samarobi is another setting
for the Zone 5 cultural
journey described in

regional accounts. Dress,
craft, storytelling and

pastoral life offer ways to
understand how people

express identity and
maintain social connections.

LIVING HERITAGE

Cultural exchange is most
rewarding when visitors

listen before making
requests. Ask hosts what

they would like to show and
how a visit fits into the day.
Music, dance or celebration

may be shared when
appropriate, but no

performance or ceremony
should be assumed to form

part of an ordinary stop.

VISIT WITH RESPECT

Look closely at the skill
carried in everyday objects
and decisions: the making

and use of household
materials, the care of

animals and the knowledge
of a changing landscape.
Agree photographs and

recordings separately from
the visit itself. Community
time and expertise deserve

recognition, and a respectful
pace leaves room for
genuine conversation.

HIGHLIGHTS
Living dress and craft
traditions

Conversation and
storytelling

Community-defined
experiences

ROUTE
Zone 5 cultural journey

TIMING
Follow hosts' availability

RECORDING
Obtain permission for each use

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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HADALE ELAHADALE ELA
A cultural route shaped by its hosts

Pastoral life along the Galalu-Samarobi-Hadale Ela route.

THE ENCOUNTER

Hadale Ela completes the
three-place cultural route

described in regional
accounts. The route brings

together traditional
settlements, livestock-based
livelihoods, oral knowledge

and opportunities for a
carefully hosted encounter.

LIVING HERITAGE

The shared story is the
relationship between

community and land. Ask
local hosts how grazing,

water, movement and family
responsibilities shape daily
life. Avoid assuming that
customs described for the

wider route are identical in
every settlement. The value
of visiting separate places
lies in hearing their own

accounts.

VISIT WITH RESPECT

A flexible programme
makes space for those
differences. Arrange

introductions and translation
beforehand, agree any fees
openly and keep group size
appropriate to the setting. If

an event or household
activity is private, let it

remain so. A visit should
strengthen the relationship
between guests and hosts,

with neither side reduced to
a photographic subject.

HIGHLIGHTS
Pastoral knowledge

Locally told histories

A route with time for
conversation

ROUTE
Zone 5 cultural journey

PHOTOGRAPH
Galalu-Samarobi-Hadale Ela route

ACCESS
Confirm the meeting point locally

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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COMMUNITY JOURNEYS

YALLOYALLO
MARKETMARKET

Where trade and community meet

Camels gathered at Yallo Market.

WHY VISIT

Yallo Market is valuable
because it is a working

community place rather than
a staged attraction.

Livestock, food, tools and
everyday goods bring people

together from surrounding
pastoral areas.

THE EXPERIENCE

Market dates, access and
photography expectations
should be agreed locally.

Travel with a guide who can
make introductions, explain
what may be photographed

and keep the visit from
interrupting trade.

TRAVEL NOTES

Allow the activity of the
market to set your pace.

Traders are there to work,
and a visitor should never
interrupt a negotiation or
block the movement of

animals. A guide can explain
what is happening from a
suitable position. Confirm
the market day locally and
ask before photographing

people.

HIGHLIGHTS
Weekly trade and
livestock exchange

Everyday Afar dress and
social life

Locally guided market
interpretation

ROUTE
Semera - Chifra - Uwwa - Yallo

VISIT STYLE
Locally hosted market visit

TIMING
Confirm the current market day
before travel

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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UWWAUWWA
Knowledge carried through daily life

A portrait from the Fanti Rasu cultural landscape.

THE ENCOUNTER

Uwwa is presented in the
regional route material as a

place for learning about
pastoral life and the

knowledge needed to live
well in dry country. The

portable Afar home,
livestock care, dress and oral
exchange all carry practical

meaning.

LIVING HERITAGE

A respectful visit begins
with an agreed host,

community fees and a light
schedule. Daily

responsibilities take priority,
and no ceremony, portrait or

home visit should be
assumed.

VISIT WITH RESPECT

A hosted visit can focus on
one subject in depth: the

construction of a home, the
care of livestock, or a story

that an elder wishes to share.
Let the programme emerge

through discussion.
Traditional knowledge is not

a public performance, and
permission to listen does not

automatically include
permission to record.

HIGHLIGHTS
Ari portable-home
knowledge

Pastoral livelihoods

Dress, craft and oral
history

ROUTE
Semera - Chifra - Uwwa

JOURNEY STYLE
Pre-arranged community visit

ETIQUETTE
Greet elders first and follow the
host’s lead

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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NORTHERN GATEWAYS

SERDOSERDO
Preparing for the northern journey

Salt-working landscapes along the northern Afar journey.

WHY VISIT

Serdo is the practical first
stage on the route toward Eli
Dar, the Dobi salt fields and

Mount Musa Ali. It is a
place to reconfirm

permissions, supplies, local
guidance and the condition

of the road ahead.

THE EXPERIENCE

The value of Serdo is also
contextual: it marks the

transition from the regional
capital’s services to routes

where water, fuel,
communications and

recovery options become
limited.

TRAVEL NOTES

Use a pause here to
understand the route ahead
as well as to prepare for it.

Ask how settlements,
caravan movement and
salt-working landscapes
connect. The photograph

shows the wider route's salt
country rather than a verified

town view. Current
arrangements should

determine which parts of the
journey can be included.

HIGHLIGHTS
Northern-route
orientation

Pastoral and desert
landscapes

Local logistics and
guiding

GATEWAY
Semera

JOURNEY STYLE
Supported 4x4 route

BEFORE LEAVING
Reconfirm access, fuel, water and
communications

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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NORTHERN GATEWAYS

ELI DARELI DAR
Landscape, movement and borderland memory

Mount Musa Ali, a landmark on the wider northern Afar route.

WHY VISIT

Eli Dar forms part of the
northern route linking

Semera, Serdo, Dobi and
Mount Musa Ali. The
journey brings cultural

history, desert settlement
and the practical knowledge

of moving through an
exposed landscape into one

itinerary.

THE EXPERIENCE

Because the route
approaches sensitive border
areas, current permissions
and security guidance are
essential. Travel only with

locally coordinated transport
and guidance.

TRAVEL NOTES

The route is a chance to hear
how people understand
movement through this
exposed country. Keep

cultural encounters locally
arranged and give priority to

present access conditions.
Photographs of the wider

landscape provide context,
not evidence that every
onward destination is

currently open or reachable.

HIGHLIGHTS
Northern Afar pastoral
landscapes

Cross-border cultural
history

Remote desert
settlements

ROUTE
Semera - Serdo - Eli Dar

JOURNEY STYLE
Locally coordinated 4x4 journey

ACCESS
Border-area status must be
confirmed

LOOK CLOSELY. TRAVEL THOUGHTFULLY. DISCOVER AFAR.
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PEOPLE &PEOPLE &
LIVING CULTURELIVING CULTURE

Afar is a place of people, knowledge and belonging
Afar hospitality and living traditions.

A LANDSCAPE UNDERSTOOD

Pastoral and semi-pastoral livelihoods depend on close knowledge of
water, grazing, animals and seasonal change. Afar communities share
connections across Ethiopia, Djibouti and Eritrea, while every place and
family has its own experience. Meet people through hosts who can
interpret those differences.

HOMES AND MOVEMENT

The Ari home and woven household materials reflect practical skill,
family life and adaptation. Ask how things are made and used rather
than treating a home as a display. A thoughtful invitation is the
beginning of the visit, not a right to enter.

CONVERSATION MATTERS

Dagu, the exchange of news, is one
expression of the importance of
communication. Customary knowledge and
social responsibilities are best explained by
people themselves. Listen with care, ask
before recording and accept that some
conversations belong within the
community.

DISCOVER MORE AT VISIT-AFAR.COM
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FOOD, CRAFTFOOD, CRAFT
& EVERYDAY LIFE& EVERYDAY LIFE

The details that make a place memorable
Food, dress and hospitality in Afar.

AT THE TABLE

Food offers an introduction to household life and hospitality. Milk,
breads, meat and other foods are shared in different settings. Ask your
host what is being served and how it is prepared; names and customs
vary. Explain dietary needs before the visit.

MADE BY HAND

Woven mats, vessels, clothing and personal objects carry knowledge
through use. Ask a maker about materials and technique. If buying an
item, agree a fair price and take time to understand how the purchase
supports the person who made it.

DRESS WITH MEANING

Jewellery, clothing, hair and personal
objects can express identity and social
meaning. Do not assume that a style
represents everyone or that a portrait is
automatically welcome. Ask permission,
explain the intended use and let people
decide how they wish to be represented.

DISCOVER MORE AT VISIT-AFAR.COM
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LIVING AFAR

SALT &SALT &
PASTORAL LIFEPASTORAL LIFE

Work, knowledge and journeys across the lowlands

Caravan movement across the salt country.

A WORKING LANDSCAPE

The salt flats are places of labour and exchange. Routes, tools and
decisions about movement reflect knowledge built through experience.
A guide can introduce the people and processes behind a view that may
otherwise be understood only as scenery.

ANIMALS AND LIVELIHOODS

Pastoral life connects the care of animals with water, grazing and family
responsibilities. Camels have an important place in the regional story,
but visitors should listen to the specific account of each host. Livestock,
like wildlife, need space and calm behaviour.

VISIT WITH RESPECT

Arrange encounters before approaching
workers or herders. Keep clear of moving
animals, equipment and trading activity.
Ask before taking portraits and agree any
payment openly. Do not expect people to
interrupt their work or recreate a scene for
a photograph.

DISCOVER MORE AT VISIT-AFAR.COM
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NATURE & OBSERVATION

WILDLIFE &WILDLIFE &
BIRDWATCHINGBIRDWATCHING

Let the landscape reveal its smaller stories

Oryx in Afar's dryland habitat.

LOOK AT HABITATS

Afar's dry grasslands, scrub, river corridors and wetlands offer different
settings for nature observation. Awash, Aledeghi, Yangudi Rassa and
Lake Leado introduce some of these contrasts. A guide's understanding
of habitat and season is more useful than a promise of particular
sightings.

TAKE TIME TO WATCH

Use binoculars, pause quietly and give animals room to choose their
own movement. Early and late light may make observation more
comfortable, but the day's programme should follow current guidance.
Record species only when the identification is reliable.

LEAVE A LIGHT FOOTPRINT

Keep to permitted routes. Do not bait
animals, disturb nesting places, collect
natural material or approach wildlife for a
closer image. Agree park entry, guiding
and any camping beforehand. Conservation
rules and local access arrangements are part
of a successful visit.

DISCOVER MORE AT VISIT-AFAR.COM
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EXPERIENCES

ADVENTUREADVENTURE
& PHOTOGRAPHY& PHOTOGRAPHY

Prepare well. Look closely. Travel thoughtfully.

Light and volcanic terrain at Erta Ale.

CHOOSE THE EXPERIENCE

Afar can be explored through geology, nature observation, cultural
encounters and landscape photography. Match the route to your
interests and ability, then let a qualified local team assess what is
feasible. A demanding expedition needs a different level of preparation
from a hosted community visit.

MAKE BETTER PHOTOGRAPHS

Look for scale, texture and relationships within the scene. Give yourself
time for light to change. Ask before photographing people, explain how
images will be used and never trade respect for a dramatic frame.
Drones and professional filming require separate checks and
permissions.

KEEP THE PLAN FLEXIBLE

Carry the supplies and equipment your
team specifies, protect cameras from dust
and heat, and allow changes to the
programme. A cancelled viewpoint or
revised route can be the right decision. The
strongest journey leaves both visitors and
hosts comfortable with how it was made.

DISCOVER MORE AT VISIT-AFAR.COM
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EXPLORE THE REGION

AFARAFAR
AT A GLANCEAT A GLANCE

Find your bearings. Follow your curiosity.
The long horizons of Afar.
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N
ERITREA

DJIBOUTI

DESTINATION INDEX

01 Dallol

02 Erta Ale

03 Lake Asale

04 Lower Awash

05 Awash

06 Lake Afrera

07 Alalobad

09 Dabbahu

10 Musa Ali

11 Aledeghi

12 Yangudi Rassa

Numbers refer to the pages in this
magazine. Markers show general
landscapes; arrange exact meeting points
and access with local guides.

AN ORIENTATION MAP - NOT FOR NAVIGATION
Boundary: geoBoundaries gbOpen, Ethiopia ADM1 (2016), CC BY 4.0; simplified. Location references: Visit Afar project map, UNESCO, Smithsonian GVP and Visit Ethiopia.
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PLAN YOUR TRIP

JOURNEYSJOURNEYS
THROUGH AFARTHROUGH AFAR

Four directions for a locally planned visit

Caravans and reflected light in the Danakil.

THE SIGNATURE LANDSCAPES

Build a guided northern programme around Dallol, Lake Asale, Erta
Ale and Lake Afrera where current conditions permit. Allow rest and
flexibility between demanding stages. This is an expedition outline, not
a fixed timetable or assurance of access.

WATER AND WILDLIFE

Explore combinations of Awash, Aledeghi, Doho and Lake Leado with
locally confirmed travel arrangements. Let guiding availability, park
access and the season determine the order. Do not assume every stop
fits comfortably into a short break.

PEOPLE AND HERITAGE

Consider Uwwa and Yallo, or the
Galalu-Samarobi-Hadale Ela route, through
community hosts. Religious heritage visits
need separate custodian permission. The
Serdo-Eli Dar-Dobi route offers another
perspective on the northern landscape when
authorities and local guides confirm access.

DISCOVER MORE AT VISIT-AFAR.COM
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PLAN YOUR TRIP

WHEREWHERE
TO STAYTO STAY

Choose a base that supports the journey

Yangudi Luxury Hotel.

SEMERA AS A BASE

Accommodation options include Yangudi Luxury Hotel, Assab
International Hotel and Ardi Hotel among the accommodation names
associated with Semera. Use the official tourism directory and contact
the property directly to confirm operation, location, rooms and transfer
arrangements.

LODGES AND LANDSCAPE

Doho Lodge and Niin Lee Palm Lodge appear in regional accounts.
Choose a stay for the experience and the route it supports, then check
exactly which facilities and activities are available. Check current room
choices and services directly with your host.

EXPEDITION NIGHTS

Remote journeys may involve simple
camps or locally arranged accommodation.
Agree bedding, washing arrangements,
drinking water, meals, waste management
and emergency support before booking.
Confirm that any proposed camping area is
authorised and suitable at the time of travel.

DISCOVER MORE AT VISIT-AFAR.COM
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GUIDES &GUIDES &
TOURISM SERVICESTOURISM SERVICES

Local knowledge makes the journey possible
Local guiding and an expedition vehicle in Afar.

START WITH THE RIGHT TEAM

Ask the Afar Regional State Tourism Bureau or your established travel
organiser about current local arrangements. Choose a team with
relevant destination experience, appropriate permissions and clear
responsibilities. Cultural interpretation and community hosting deserve
as much care as vehicles and accommodation.

ASK FOR A CLEAR PROPOSAL

A useful quotation explains the proposed route, inclusions,
accommodation, guiding, meals, vehicles, permits and cancellation
terms. It should also say what may change and who will make that
decision. Compare the substance of proposals rather than their price
alone.

CONFIRM BEFORE DEPARTURE

Reconfirm contacts, meeting points,
payments and emergency arrangements.
Ask how community payments are handled
and who obtains site permissions. Use the
Visit Afar service directory as a starting
point, then confirm your chosen operator's
current credentials and arrangements.

VISIT AFAR  |  +251 33 666 0448  |  info@visit-afar.com
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PRACTICAL AFAR

PLANPLAN
YOUR VISITYOUR VISIT

A considered journey begins before departure

An expedition camp in the Danakil landscape.

BUILD A REALISTIC ROUTE

Decide what matters most and leave time between major stops. Consult
current official travel advice and confirm local route conditions before
committing to an itinerary. Road access, volcanic activity, permissions
and weather can change what is possible.

PREPARE FOR THE SETTING

Ask your organiser for a destination-specific equipment and supplies
list. Discuss water, shade, footwear, communications, accommodation
and transport in advance. Seek personal travel-health advice from a
qualified clinician and check that insurance covers the activities and
locations you intend to visit.

TRAVEL WITH ROOM TO ADAPT

Keep copies of essential documents and
agreed contacts available offline. Confirm
meeting points and how changes will be
communicated. A sensible programme
allows rest and alternative stops. The best
preparation gives the local team room to
respond to what is happening on the
ground.

VISIT AFAR  |  +251 33 666 0448  |  info@visit-afar.com
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ESSENTIALESSENTIAL
VISITOR INFORMATIONVISITOR INFORMATION

Keep current information close at hand
Dress and personal adornment in Afar.

BEFORE BOOKING

Check official entry requirements, travel advice and the terms of your
insurance. Ask the responsible tourism or conservation authority about
site permissions where needed. A magazine is a source of inspiration
and background; it cannot confirm that a route is open today.

BEFORE SETTING OUT

Reconfirm your guide, driver, accommodation and meeting point.
Agree a communications plan for areas with limited connectivity and
make sure the team has appropriate emergency arrangements. Keep
essential details offline and share your itinerary with someone you trust.

DURING THE VISIT

Follow local instructions and accept
changes when conditions require them. Ask
before entering sacred places or
photographing people. For current Visit
Afar information, use visit-afar.com and
confirm details with the responsible
institution. Do not rely on old telephone
numbers reproduced in earlier editions.

VISIT AFAR  |  +251 33 666 0448  |  info@visit-afar.com
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TRAVELTRAVEL
RESPONSIBLYRESPONSIBLY
Make the encounter worthwhile for everyone

An Afar home and community portrait.

RESPECT THE INVITATION

Agree visits through local hosts and allow their priorities to shape the
programme. Ask permission separately for portraits, recording and
entry to private or sacred spaces. A refusal needs no explanation. Pay
fairly for guiding, hosting and work that is commissioned.

CARE FOR THE PLACE

Stay on permitted paths, leave fossils and cultural objects untouched,
and carry waste out. Avoid disturbing wildlife, grazing animals and
working areas. Water and other supplies have local value; use them
thoughtfully and follow your hosts' arrangements.

SHARE WITH CARE

Tell the story of a place accurately. Name
people only with consent, avoid publishing
sensitive locations and credit
photographers and interpreters. Choose
purchases and services that create a clear
local benefit. Responsible travel continues
in the way a journey is remembered and
represented.

DISCOVER MORE AT VISIT-AFAR.COM
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A SHARED FUTURE

INVESTINVEST
IN AFARIN AFAR

Tourism that strengthens place and community

A palm-fringed setting at Niin Lee.

BEGIN WITH THE PLACE

Tourism opportunities should respond to the character and capacity of
the setting. Accommodation, guiding, interpretation, local food and
craft can support longer, more rewarding visits when they are planned
with the people who live there.

BUILD USEFUL PARTNERSHIPS

Engage regional institutions, community representatives and
knowledgeable local businesses early. Samara University's research and
training role can help connect practical tourism questions with evidence
and skills. Environmental care, water use and heritage protection belong
in the initial proposal.

PLAN FOR LASTING VALUE

Assess demand, infrastructure, permissions
and operating requirements through proper
due diligence. Agree how jobs, training and
local purchasing will benefit communities.
This magazine introduces an editorial
direction for responsible tourism; it does
not offer investment terms, incentives or a
guarantee of returns.

DISCOVER MORE AT VISIT-AFAR.COM
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AFAR AWAITSAFAR AWAITS
Where life began, and adventure lives

Carry the colours with you.
Remember the conversations.

Leave room for the journey still to come.

VISIT AFAR
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